
 

 

 

 

 

ALISA	WEILERSTEIN	
CELLO  

Biography 

Alisa Weilerstein is widely recognized as one of the most compelling cellists of her generation. 
Renowned for her consummate artistry, emotional commitment, and exceptional interpretive 
depth, she was awarded a MacArthur Fellowship—commonly known as the "Genius Grant"—in 
2011. Today, her career is taking her to the world's leading concert halls and festivals for solo 
recitals, chamber music, and concerto appearances, including Carnegie Hall, the Verbier 
Festival, the Aldeburgh Festival, Severance Hall, Walt Disney Concert Hall, The Kennedy Center, 
and the Tanglewood Music Festival. She regularly collaborates with distinguished conductors 
and musicians including Franz Welser-Möst, Gustavo Dudamel, Lahav Shani, Karina Canellakis, 
Alan Gilbert, Alain Altinoglu, Ryan Bancroft, Daniel Harding, Joshua Weilerstein, Leonidas 
Kavakos, Kirill Gerstein, and Inon Barnatan. 

For the 2026/27 season, Alisa serves as Artist-in-Residence with the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. She also tours with the London Symphony Orchestra and the Orchestre 
symphonique de Montréal, and appears as soloist with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 
Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra, and the Netherlands Philharmonic Orchestra at Amsterdam's 
Concertgebouw. During the season, she collaborates with conductors including Sir Antonio 
Pappano, Rafael Payare, Hannu Lintu, Ryan Bancroft, Cristian Măcelaru, James Gaffigan, and 
Paavo Järvi. 

This season also marks the Asian debut of Alisa's acclaimed Fragments project. The six-part 
concert cycle interweaves Johann Sebastian Bach's Cello Suites with 27 specially 
commissioned contemporary works, presented within a bespoke theatrical production featuring 
original staging and lighting design. Following acclaimed performances at Southbank Centre 
(during her 2025/26 residency), Carnegie Hall, De Doelen in Rotterdam, and the Dresdner 
Musikfestspiele, Fragments now travels to Asia for the first time. In addition, she gives recitals 
at the Edinburgh International Festival and the Tivoli Festival. 

Highlights of the past two seasons include concerto appearances with the Berlin Philharmonic, 
the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra, the Tonhalle-
Orchester Zürich, the Frankfurt Radio Symphony, the Staatskapelle Berlin, the NDR 
Elbphilharmonie Orchestra, the Philharmonia Orchestra, the Cleveland Orchestra, and the 
Gewandhausorchester Leipzig. She also gave the world premieres of cello concertos by 



 

  

  

Thomas Larcher with the New York Philharmonic and Gabriela Ortiz with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic. 

Widely regarded as a leading interpreter of Bach's music for solo cello, Weilerstein released a 
critically acclaimed recording of the complete Cello Suites on Pentatone in 2020. She also 
performed the cycle online as part of her innovative #36DaysOfBach project and explored the 
famous Prelude from the First Suite in a Vox video that has since been viewed more than 2.2 
million times. Her discography also includes chart-topping recordings and the recipient of the 
BBC Music Magazine Award for Recording of the Year. 

Diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at the age of nine, Weilerstein is a dedicated advocate for the 
T1D community. She lives with her husband, the Venezuelan conductor Rafael Payare, and their 
two young children. 
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